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MAX CAPACITY
After everyone else at work masterfully 

dodged testing the TMax for the weekend, 
I now know why scooter riders wear open-

face helmets. It’s so that they can aptly and loudly 
inform the operators of cars what they think of their 
driving skills. It’s so they can snarl at them and try 
to ascertain why they insist on trying to kill the rider 
every time they take to the road. 

No more than three minutes after I had set out on a 
five-minute journey to move the scooter up the road 
in Sydney’s CBD did I find this out when a cab driver 
decided that he needed the space I was in more than I 
did. With a full-face, I found it quite difficult to explain 
to him that he was incorrect in his assumption that I 
didn’t need that space.

As motorcyclists, we all know that you’re 
somewhat emasculated as soon as you are on a 
scooter and the TMax is no different. With a 500cc 
engine in it, though, it does a pretty decent job of 
hauling you from the traffic lights but is still small 
enough to fit between almost everything else. And by 

God it’s comfortable — you could sit on the thing for 
all eternity and only need to shift your weight every 
now and again. Plus, for 2008, Yamaha has updated 
the brakes to monobloc calipers which did a fine job 
of hauling it to a stop in a prompt fashion. 

I was particularly unimpressed with the screen 
mounted to the TMax. Up to 50km/h it was fine, so 
dawdling around the city is no concern. However, 
take it up to 60km/h and over and it’s as if someone 
has attached big rockets to the side of your helmet 
which don’t make you go any faster. I’m over 180cm 
tall and it was loud to the point of hurting. 

Moving my head up and down a foot or so fixed the 
problem but I was either stretched or cramped in an 
uncomfortable position after 30 seconds.

All in all, the TMax is a perfectly sufficient mode 
of transport. It will not move your soul or make you 
stand up on the seat and scream at the top of your 
lungs, but it will get you to where you want to go 
cheaply, reliably and comfortably — only if you’re a 
foot taller or shorter than I am. 

The perfect all-rounder? Yamaha’s new 500cc 
scoot gives it a good shot
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ENGINE
Engine type Liquid-cooled, DOHC, 
four-valve, parallel twin
Bore x stroke 66 x 73mm
Displacement 499cc
Compression ratio 11:1
Ignition TCI
Fuel system EFI
Fuel type 91+ RON

TRANSMISSION
Type CVT Automatic
Primary drive Belt
Clutch Wet, multiplate, automatic
Final drive V-belt

CHASSIS AND RUNNING GEAR
Frame type Cast aluminium
Rake 25°
Trail 92mm
Wheelbase 1580mm
Suspension 
Front: 43mm telescopic fork
Rear: Monoshock
Wheels Three-spoke aluminium alloy
Front: 3.5 x 15 Rear: 5.0 x 15
Tyres 
Front: 120/70R15
Rear: 160/60R15
Brakes
Front: Twin 267mm discs, four-piston 
monobloc calipers
Rear: 267mm disc, one-piston caliper

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES
Weight 203kg (dry, claimed)
Seat height 800mm
Fuel capacity 15L

HOWSITGO?
Power 32kW @ 7500rpm (claimed)
Torque 45Nm @ 6500rpm (claimed)

WHATSITCOST?
Testbike Yamaha Motor Australia
Contact www.yamaha-motor.com.au
(02) 9757 0011
Warranty 24 month, unlimited km
Colour options Stealth Metal, 
Electric Blue
Price $12,499+orc
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