SUZUKI
BURGMAN
650
EXECUTIVE

Engine type Liquid-cooled, DOHC,
eight-valve, parallel twin-cylinder
Bore x stroke 75.5x 71.3mm
Displacement 638cc
Compression ratio 11.2:1
Ignition Digital

Fuel system EF|

Fuel type Unleaded

Type CVT Automatic, optional electronic
manual shift

Primary drive Gear

Clutch Wet, multiplate, automatic
Final drive Gear

Frame type Tubular steel

Rake 26.1°

Trail 106mm

Wheelbase 1595mm

Suspension

Front: 41lmm telescopic fork

Rear: Dual shock, adjustable preload
Wheels Five-spoke aluminium alloy
Front: 3.5x 15 Rear: 4.5x 14

Tyres Bridgestone THO1

Front: 120/70R15 (56H)

Rear: 160/60R14 (65H)

Brakes Nissin

Front: Twin 260mm discs, two-piston
calipers

Rear: 250mm disc, two-piston caliper

Weight 245kg (dry, claimed)
Seat height 750mm
Fuel capacity 151

HOWSITGO?

Power Not given

Torque Not given

Fuel consumption 5.7L/100km

WHATSITCOST?

Testhike Suzuki Australia
Contact www.suzuki.com.au

(03) 99310500

Warranty 24 month, unlimited km
Colour options Metallic Grey
Price $12,990+orc
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BURGER WITH THE LOT

S5uUzuRi's maxi-scoot is really a tourer in disguise

Burgman is akin to using a 20kg sledge-hammer
on a drawing pin — neither is suitable for the job,
although they’ll both complete the task.

But, unlike the 20kg sledge-hammer, the 2008
Burgman 650 Executive has folding mirrors to make its
design brief a little easier — not the normal, swivelling
motorcycle items, but ones that swing in electronically
with the touch of a button. A gimmick? Initially | thought
so, but they actually do work.

There are plenty of other buttons to press on the
Burgman'’s switchblocks, too, with the big Burger
possessing an electronic six-speed manual shift in
addition to automatic operation, activated by pushing
buttons on the left switchblock. It's similar in operation
to the electronic sequential shift found on expensive
sports cars.

But the buttons don’t stop there. There's also a
power mode button, plus another button for raising
and lowering the electrically adjustable screen. Yes,
buttons aplenty. But the Burgman isn’t your normal,
everyday scooter.

Suzuki’s maxi-scoot is really a touring motorcycle in
disguise and, in its latest Executive guise, it has more
features than ever before. For 2008, it gets ABS as
standard, a pillion backrest and an immobiliser system,
all for the same $12,990 price as the 2007 model — oh,
and those folding mirrors.

The Burgman is undeniably the king of the maxi-
scoots, a point driven home at last year's Dumb &
Dumber winter soirée when a number of maxi-scoots
were unleashed in Australia’s high country.

F iltering through peak-hour traffic on a Suzuki

The Suzi loves the open road and pampers the rider
with unrivalled weather protection, a luxurious saddle
and a humungous 56 litres of under-seat storage.
There are also three good-sized compartments in the
fairing, plus it has excellent high-speed stability and
the onboard computer keeps the rider abreast of fuel
consumption — 5.7L/100km around the suburbs and
5L/100km on the open road. With a 15-litre tank this
gives a range of 280km.

The Burgman’s got the biggest engine in the maxi-
scooter category at 638cc, the bulkiest bodywork, the
most kilos, the most legroom, the greatest number of
tech features — and the most buttons.

Speaking of buttons, | can’t really see any advantage
in manual shifting as the Suzuki Electronically
Controlled Continuously Variable Transmission
(SECCVT] allows the Burgman to win most traffic-light
drags. Set and forget is fine by me.

There’s a surprising amount of automatic engine
braking on offer at slower speeds via the SECCVT, such
as when approaching traffic lights. It’s a bit too strong
for my liking, but | soon learned to adapt.

Suzuki accessories for the Burgman include a Zumo
550 GPS for $1399, soft cylindrical tailbag for $139, an
optional screen for $229 and a chrome front panel for
$237.11 worth of extra bling.

The added bonus with the 2008 incarnation is that
those gimmicky mirrors can be folded in for improved
aerodynamics in any traffic-light drag, then folded out
400 metres later to see the shocked look on the face of
the HSV driver as you leave him/her eating Executive
dust. Priceless. &




